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MAIN STREET TAX CREDIT INCENTIVE PROGRAM
ORGANIZATION DESIGNATION REQUEST
APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
1. The applicant must be a local downtown or neighborhood commercial district revitalization organization in a city or town with a population of less than one hundred ninety thousand (190,000) persons. 

2. The organization’s sole mission must be to revitalize a traditional downtown or neighborhood commercial district. 

3. The organization must have either a 501(c)3 or 501(c)6 tax exempt status from the IRS.    

4. The organization’s work plan must be comprehensive and contain a variety of activities in all areas of commercial district revitalization including organization, promotion, design, and economic development. 

5. The boundaries/primary focus area of the organization must be identified by the applicant and approved by the Washington Main Street Program. The primary intent of the tax credit incentive program is to help revitalize traditional downtown and neighborhood commercial districts – basically “Main Street areas”.  The area must be: 

a. A traditional central business district and center for socio-economic interaction. 

b. Characterized by a cohesive core of historic and/or older commercial and mixed-use buildings that represent the community’s architectural heritage.  It may also include compatible in-fill development.  

c. Typically arranged with most of the buildings side-by-side and fronting the sidewalk along a main street with intersecting side streets.  

d. Compact, easily walkable, and pedestrian-oriented.   

In general, districts containing newer low-density automobile-oriented commercial development (e.g., sprawl), strip malls, and enclosed shopping/entertainment centers will not qualify for designation unless they are fully integrated into the fabric of a traditional “Main Street area”. 

Part 1: Identification of Applicant Organization and Contact Information.
	Applicant organization: 
	     

	Name of contact person: 
	     

	Mailing address: 
	     

	City, state, zip code: 
	     

	Phone number: 
	     

	Email address: 
	     


A.
Check the type of organization:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 downtown organization
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 neighborhood commercial district organization
B.
Date incorporated:   /  /    
C.
Federal taxpayer identification number: 
D.
Please check the tax exempt status of your organization:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 501(c)3   FORMCHECKBOX 
 501(c)6. Also, attach a copy of the IRS letter of determination regarding your organization’s tax status.
E.
Attach your organization’s most recently adopted Articles of Incorporation and By-laws.  These documents should contain information about the purpose of the organization, a description of the boundaries of the program (by street names), and a general description of the types of activities/scope of work to be undertaken by the organization.  If this information is not clearly identified in these documents, please provide it on a separate piece of paper. 

Part II. Program of Work 
A.
Attach an overview of your current annual work plan.  Work plans should contain goals, objectives, and activities. A sample is posted at: www.dahp.wa.gov/MainStreetProgram.htm.  A work plan is not required for organizations incorporated within 6 months of application, however you must include a list of anticipated activities.  A full work plan overview will be required prior to second year designation. 

Part III. Boundaries/Primary Focus Area 
A.
Attach a map of the district with the boundary area highlighted.  The map should contain “footprints” of the buildings, open areas, parking areas, and street names.   

B.
If applicable, please check and respond below.   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The district contains newer low-density automobile-oriented commercial development (e.g., sprawl). Briefly explain how this development fits and is fully-integrated within the parameters of a “Main Street area”:    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The district contains one or more strip malls.  Briefly explain how this development fits and is fully-integrated within the parameters of a “Main Street area”:    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The district contains one or more enclosed shopping centers.  Briefly explain how this development fits and is fully-integrated within the parameters of a “Main Street area”:  

Part IV. Signature
I declare under the penalties of perjury that I am authorized to sign this application on behalf of the above organization and that I have examined both the completed application and attachments.  To the best of my knowledge the information contained in these documents is true, correct, and complete.  I also understand that our organization must reapply if changes occur that could potentially affect our eligibility status (e.g., purpose, boundaries, and general activities).
Signature:

Title or authority to sign:

Date:   /  /    
Please note that it may take up to six weeks for a response to your designation request.  For questions, contact Sarah Hansen at (206) 624-9449. 
Send the completed application and attachments to: 
Washington Trust for Historic Preservation

1204 Minor Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98101
Or email your completed application and attachments to:

wamainstreet@dahp.wa.gov or shansen@preservewa.org 

CHECK LIST OF ATTACHMENTS: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 IRS Determination Letter (Part I, D)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Articles of Incorporation (Part I, E)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 By-laws (Part I, E)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Work Plan Overview (Part II, A) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Map of District (Part III, A) 
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