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It’s not surprising today to hear
that a newcomer has chosen the
Puget Sound country for a home

place to work, especially
since the rash of national publicity
about what a livable place it.is.

and executive vice president of
CHG International, Tacoma-based
builder-developer, ‘“‘discovered”
Seattle 16 years ago.

And he still thinks it is “by far
the greatest city in America.

“I" have fantastic faith in
Seattle, It has everything going
for it. You can walk every place .

. there is nowhere else.in the
world like it.”

Griffin scrutinized Seattle a lot
more than many newcomers. He
and his family fled Cuba following
the revolution there. They didn't
want to stay in Spain, their first
stopping point, and moved on to
London. Then they began in ear-
nest to find a city with a future for
an architect and his family.

AFTER EXTENSIVE study,
the Griffins selected San. Francis-
co, Seattle, Vancouver, B.C., Ade-
Iaide, Australia, and Durban,
South Africa.

Then he met Herman Sarkows-
ky, Seattle developer and sports
entrepreneur, who offered him a
job if he moved to Seattle.

Griffin went to work for Sar-
kowsky, president of United
Homes, one of the area’s largest
home-building companies here
during the 1960s.

While with United Homes,
whith- later was acquired by
LT.T. and Levitt Homes, Griffin
met Clint Hergert. Hergert, an
Enumclaw native and University
of Washington graduate, had

and Kent in the 1950s and joined
United Homes as vice president in
charge of marketing in 1962.

—

But Henry Griffin, 48, architect

worked in real estate in Auburn

16 years and still sellin;

In 1971, following the economic
slump here the two left United
Homes to form their own compa-
ny, CHG International. ‘‘Interna-
tional” was added to the name be-
cause they were looking into a
building program in Latin Ameri-
ca that never worked out.

The two hold all of the voting
dtock in their company and half of
the non-voting stock. Sarkowsky
and Del Belfoy of Rainier Mort-
gage Co., and also a United
Homes owner, own the other half
of the non-voting stock.

In February, the partners will
move from Tacoma to new head-
quarters in West Campus at Fed-
eral Way. (see related article).

Hergert, 49, company president,
said they expect sales of $60 mii-
lion and hopes to begin an estimat-
ed 2,000 housing units in the 1977-78
fiscal year.

THE COMPANY has built a lot
of single-family homes in the Tri-
Cities area, Grays Harbor and
Kitsap Counties, as well as Seattle
and Tacoma. Next year the part-
ners said they hope to expand into
the Oregon and Idaho markets, as
well as do more in Eastern Wash-
ington.

Though thev are not especially
interested in commercial office or
retail development, the company
does build, own and manage 3,500

apartment units.

Recently the partners pur-
chased a half block site at Sixth
Avenue and Columbia Street (now
occupied by the Doris and Breslin
Apartments) and are considering
three more sites in the Denny
Regrade.

““We want to be ready when peo-
ple start moving back into the
city,” they explained.

They don’t have specific ptans
for the sites, but will consider ei-

ther rental or condominium high- ..

rise units, most likely.

They also handle condominilim
conversions, @ popular part of the
housing market this season.

Though the partners went
through hard times with the rest
of the housing industry here in the
early 1970s after the economy
slipped, the two say they have &
knottier problem now: the lack of
buildable lots a difficulty
shared with all housing. bullders
here.

The time involved in planning a
project probably is the most dra-
matic change in the business in
the past 15 years, the two’ said.
Now it takes two years instead of
two to three months to get a siza-
ble project under way.

‘Zoning means nothing, either,”

Hergert said, refering to the suc-
cesses citizens have had in slow-
ing or stopping some projects.
. The officials said the heavy-de-
mand market here now is forcing
them to re-analyze their’ home
prices every month. Higher labor
and materials. costs, as well as
land, keep pressing the prices
higher and higher.

Most of their homes are mid-
priced and all' qualify for federal
financing guarantees. Griffin said
they haven’t noticed much inter-
est by buyers in energy-saving
features, though they offer insulat-
ed glass as an option for $450 to
$600 extra in a typical home.

“Only about 5 per cent of the
buyers take it,” he said.

All of their homes use electric
heat and all have maximum side-
wall insulation, Hergert said.

THE COMPANY prefers to
build in areas with a 20-home min-

imum because of their approach :

to building. The partners said they
don’t believe factory-built housing
ever will replace “stick” building,
despite the increasing prices. Both
think typical factory-built homes

are unimaginative and: unattrac-
- tive. But they are considering us-" *

real estate

ing some mass-production’.tech-
niques for the unseen - parts of
homes.

CHG, with 1ts afflllated design

and- management groups, has.a -
‘payroll"of “about -200 with 40 in

headquarters offices.

Though they plan to expand
their “térritory and build farther
from headquarters in- West Cam-.
pus Hergert and Griffin dont

want ‘their company to get. much
larger. They are comfortable with
it.the way it works now.
-But they do plan to continue to
“be a major part of the housing
market here. -

Seattle remains tops on their list
of places to live and work, even
though they’ve seen the downside,
as well as rtoday’s spectacular
high.

Two-story headquarters to be in West Ccmpus‘,

Construction starts on headquarters

Construction of a $950,000 headquarters building
Tacoma-based . devetoper
and contractor, has begun on 1.5 acres at 100 S.
333rd Street in West Campus at Federal:Way.

The 21,000-square-foot, two-story building will
be ready for occupancy in late February. Solar
glass will separate bleached-cedar and

stucco panels and the building will be wrapped
- around a skylighted atrium with an executive annex

for CHG International,

reflecting

attached.

site.

CHG is acting as its own developer and con-
_tractor, with LSB International,
sultant. Ron Coulter, Bellevue, and LSB Interna-
tional are architects. The Evergreen Associates,
Tacoma investment group affiliated with CHG In-
ternational, will own the building.

engineering con-

Chaffee Zumwait & Associates is landscape ar-
chitect. There will be parking for 80 cars on the

City Credit
Union looks
fo move

Next fall, members of the City
Credit Union of Seattle will be
conducting their business in a new
place.

Plans for the project, which
may cost as much as $2 miilion,
call for use of the 25year-old
building now on the northwest cor-
ner of Third Avenue and Columbia
Street.and construction of two ad-
ditional floors. That will put three
levels above Third Avenue. Two
lower parking levels, entered
from Columbia, will remain.

The buitding formerly housed, in
part, a branch of Seattle-First Na-
tional Bank, which holds a long-
term lease on the site. The credit
union’s building at Third and Mar-
ion Street houses the Sea-First
branch now on a long-term lease.

Richard Hobbs of Hobbs/Fukui,
architect, designed the building.
Work is expected to begin shortly
after the first of the year and will
be paid for as completed.

According to Frank Mathews,
credit-union manager, the two
main floors will be used to serve
the credit-union's 12,500 members;
the top floor will be rented until
such time as it may be needed for
expansion. The credit union has
assels of $44.5 million.

The quarter-block original build-
ing was designed and constructed
to support a total of six floors
above the two parking levels. The
extensive renovation design in-
cludes provisions for adding as
many as three floors to those al-
ready planned.

The credit union some months
ago applied for a building permit
for a $450,000 renovation of their
old building, which was built in the
1920s. The firm had occupied the
second floor since 1957, and
planned to use the first floor for
expansion. In the meantime, the
bank entered negotiations to use
it, and the present arrangement
was approved.

Times Open House
by CATHY REINER

A sweeping look at ferries on
. Puget Sound, the far-off shores of
Bainbridge Island and the bluffs of
Magnolia are the views from to-
day’s Times Open House in West
Seattle.

Perched high on a hill above

North Admiral Way, the modern,
angular-designed home was built
in an established neighborhood of
older homes.

The house is entered across a
railed bridgeway to a glass-pan-
eled front door. Inside, an oak
parquet entry leads off in three
directions.

Straight ahead, the entry hall
passes a guest closet and a pas-
sage to a compact powder room.
A circular cut-out in the wall al-
lows a peek-through to the view
windows of the living room.

Tall peeled posts guard the en-
trance to the living and dining
rooms. The living room is sunken,

and soars two siories to a
beamed, cathedral ceiling and a
skylight.

The room has six tall windows
to the Puget Sound view, and a

New center checks

land-use decisions

The Central Seattle Community
Council Federation has created a
Neighborhood Land-Use Informa-
tion Center, to inform communi-
ties about land-use decisions af-
fecting them.

It will monitor the activities of
land-use review boards, the City
Courcil, the Office of Policy Plan-
ning and other appeal boards act-
ing on permits.

Further information is available
from John Fox at the Federation,
810 18th Ave.

fioor-to-ceiling  redwood-and-ce-
ramic-tile fireplace.

A half-wall separates the living
room from the dining room, which
is up a step. The dining room, al-
ready spacious, can -be extended
wider by opening sliding glass
doors to the outside deck.

The kitchen can be closed off
from formal areas by a sliding
pocket door. Inside, the Toom has
two walls lined with heavy oak
cabinets, almond-colored appli-
ances (including a wmicrowave
oven), and orange-colored counter
tops.

The overhead lighting, recessed,
is trimmed with oak.

A deep-purple, stained-glass
window is over the double stain-
less-steel sink.

The breakfast nook., under a
tinted atrium-style window, over-
looks the front yard.

The kitchen opens back to the
entry where stairs lead up to the
master suite. The suite has a wide
balcony over the main areas of
the home with space for a study
or den at one end.

On the west wall a wide window
looks above rooftops to the Clym-
pic Mountains and Biake Island,
while the living room’s skylight is
at eye level for a view north
across Puget Sound.

The huge master bedroom looks
even bigger because of its 16-foot
cathedral ceiling. One wall is lined
with three deep closets, and sli-
ders on the opposite wall open to a
tiny, private deck.

The room has a wide oak vanity
under theatrical-style lights, and
twin espresso-brown sinks. A high
clerestory window above has a
wide shelf for plants.

The adjoining bathroom has a
deep oversized sozking tub in the
same espresso color, - ceramic-
tiled walls and a skylight

Two flights of stairs down is the

children’s level with two bed-
rooms, a full bath, utility room,
furnace room and large recreation
room.

A double garage with a built-in
workbench and an automatic door
is at the front of the home.

The home was sold early this
week, but the builders plan to
break ground on another one next
month.

Builder: Structures Northwest,
Gordy - Cole and Ken Grimes,

Structures Northwest, West
Seattle.
Architect: Dale Norsen, Seattle.
Exterior: cedar tongue-and-

groove siding, cedar-shingle roof,

aggregate drive, natural plantings.
Square feet: lot, 4,000; house,

3,000 including garage and decks.
Price: $114,500.

To get there

Take the Admiral Way exit
off the West Seattle Freeway.
Follow Admiral Way over the
hill to the 5700 block, following
the Times Open House signs.
Park along Admiral Way, and
plan to walk up the hill to the
home. Open House hours are 1
to 3 p.m.
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DM INC. REPORTS

Coptan Joseph Coppola

Mr. Coppola this month completes 5 yeors
wiih DM inc. ond has just transferred to our
new office ot 307 Broad Street. His service
to the public hos been outstonding. Mr.
Copdola's knowledge ond obiity in the real
estote industry is avidenced by the awiti-
millign doflars of soles he hos tronsocted,
and his mony sotishied clients. We congrat-
Jlote you, Joe, ond wish you the very best
as you enter your new office.

Sincerely,

David Meyers, President

P. S, You too should inquire info the new
OM Jnc. taining progrom ond Broad Street
plon?
B
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“DAVID MEYERS, INC.

682-8123
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Retirement Living
| At Its Best

Companionship !
Privacy
Security

RENTS INCLUDE.
® Studio & 1 bedroom apts.

® Necurity-controlled bldg.

: ® Scheduled mini-bus transporiation
it * Emergency assisiance sysiem

{ * Dinner meal

i * Activilies program

AND MORE i

* Kitchenettes

* Ltiliries {except phone. cabie v}
® Weekiy mai
wimming pool & spa

. ‘nmp!nc smoke, fire protection
* Rooftap greenhouse

Visit our madel 2pattmens now. Totem Lake Shopping Center.
On tke upper mall. Just off 1-425 in Kirkland.
Hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 10 a.m. t0 6 p.m. Saturdays.

Madison House/Totem Lake

Retirement Aparrments
@it f

The Danmor Company
Believe, Wash 68004 j

Jane Jones: Manager 872-8284

~
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144 Pat:o Homes sold.
Only 6 chances left to live
in Woodcreek!

Woodcreek Condominiums. Bellevue's outstanding two and three .
bedroom Patio Homes. Spacious, private, soundprocifed. Fireplace, built-
ins, double-pane windows, luxurious carpeting, iwo car garages with
automatic doors. Tennis courts, pool, recreation center with game rooms,
lounge, Jacuzzi and saunas. Priced from $64,950_

wO()D(:ReeK just above the entrance to Glendale Country

"Club .

.

140th"iind Main in Bellevue John L. Scott, Inc. 7474500

Ty _.;", i

PEEEL A

AN AIMEN S

LR A A

Ve R

[ A A I PR PR PPN

L L R




